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if you know this, but I'm traveling the coun-
try talking about you and talking about our
relationship. Is that okay?” After having done
it about 30 times, he had to say yes. [Laugh-
ter] He said, “Sure.” I didn’t tell him I was
going to tell you his favorite singer is Elvis.
[Laughter]

But think about that for a minute. He and
I are friends, and we're talking about dif-
ferent issues confronting the world. And the
reason I say “think about it” is because it
wasn't all that long ago that we were at war
with Japan. If youre 58 years old, like me,
it seems like an eternity. But a lot of people
in this country still remember that war. My
dad does, Buck’s brother. I'm sure you've got
dads and granddads who fought against the
Japanese. They were our sworn enemy.

And after we were victorious in World War
II, Harry S. Truman, from the State of Mis-
souri, believed that liberty could transform
an enemy into an ally. And so did a lot of
other citizens. Oh, there were some skeptics
in those days, and you can understand why.
We had just finished a war. A lot of people’s
lives had been hurt as a result of that war.
A lot of Americans had lost a loved one. They
weren’t interested in worrying about Japan.
They were interested in their own souls and
their own hearts. I'm sure there was a lot
of people here that said, “It’s just impossible
for an enemy to become a friend.” But be-
cause my predecessor and other Americans
believed in the power of liberty to transform
societies, I sit at the table with Prime Min-
ister Koizumi, talking about the peace we all
want.

We'll get the job done in Iraq. Freedom
is powerful. And when we succeed, an Amer-
ican President will be sitting down with a
duly elected leader of Iraq, talking about the
peace that we all want. And we will have
known—this generation of Americans will
have known we have done our duty to our
children and our grandchildren to leave be-
hind a better world.

The stakes are high. This is an historic op-
portunity. It’s essential that we be resolute
and clear in our vision and have faith in the
values that make us a great nation. I believe
this century will be liberty’s century. I know
that by spreading freedom abroad, we’ll bring
the peace. And by spreading freedom at
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home, opportunity will go into every single
corner of this country.

It’s my honor to represent you. I look for-
ward to winning this election. I want to thank
you for help. May God bless you all, and may
God continue to bless our country.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:34 am. at the
America’s Center. In his remarks, he referred to
Melanie Blunt, wife of gubernatorial candidate
Matt Blunt; Brenda Talent, wife of Senator James
M. Talent; Missouri State Senator Peter Kinder,
candidate for Missouri Lieutenant Governor;
Prime Minister John Howard of Australia; and
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

The President’s Radio Address
October 9, 2004

Good morning. As your President, I have
led this country with principle and resolve.
We have confronted historic challenges and
built a broad record of accomplishment. I
have proposed and delivered four rounds of
tax relief, and our economy is creating jobs
again. We have added over 1.9 million jobs
in the past 13 months, more than Germany,
Japan, Great Britain, Canada, and France
combined. The unemployment rate is 5.4
percent, lower than the average rate of the
1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. Thanks to our edu-
cation reforms, math and reading scores are
increasing in public schools. We have
strengthened Medicare to help low-income
seniors save money on their medicine. And
soon every senior will have the option of pre-
scription drug coverage.

We have more to do. We will transform
our systems of Government to fit a changing
world and to help more people realize the
American Dream. We will expand health sav-
ings accounts and improve Social Security to
allow younger workers to own a piece of their
retirement. Because education is vital to our
prosperity, we will raise expectations in pub-
lic schools and invest in community colleges.
And to make sure America is the best place
in the world to do business and create jobs,
we will cut regulations, end junk lawsuits,
pass a sound energy policy, and make tax re-
lief permanent.
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Senator Kerry takes a very different ap-
proach to our economy. He was named the
most liberal Member of the United States
Senate, and that’s a title he has earned. Over
the past 20 years, Senator Kerry has voted
to raise taxes 98 times. He opposed all our
tax relief and voted instead to squeeze an
extra $2,000 in taxes from the average mid-
dle-class family. Now he’s running on an
agenda of higher taxes and higher spending
and more Government control over Amer-
ican life. My opponent wants to empower
Government. I want to use Government to
empower people.

Since September the 11th, 2001, I have
led a global campaign to protect the Amer-
ican people and bring our enemies to ac-
count. We have tripled spending on home-
land security and passed the PATRIOT Act
to help law enforcement and intelligence
stop terrorists inside the United States. We
removed terror regimes in Afghanistan and
Iraq, and now both nations are on the path
to democracy. We shut down a black-market
supplier of deadly weapons technology and
convinced Libya to give up its weapons of
mass destruction programs. And more than
three-quarters of Al Qaida’s key members
and associates have been detained or killed.

In the middle of a war, Senator Kerry is
proposing policies and doctrines that would
weaken America and make the world more
dangerous. He’s proposed the Kerry doc-
trine, which would paralyze America by sub-
jecting our national security decisions to a
“global test.” He supports the International
Criminal Court, where unaccountable for-
eign prosecutors could put American troops
on trial in front of foreign judges. And after
voting to send our troops into combat in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, he voted against the body
armor and bullets they need to win.

For all of Senator Kerry’s shifting positions
on Iraq, one thing is clear: If my opponent
had his way, Saddam Hussein would be sit-
ting in a palace today, not a prison, and Iraq
would still be a danger to America. As chief
weapons inspector Charles Duelfer testified
this week, and I quote, “Most senior mem-
bers of the Saddam Hussein regime and sci-
entists assumed that the programs would
begin in earnest when sanctions ended, and
sanctions were eroding.” Instead, because
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our coalition acted, Iraq is free; America is
safer; and the world will be more peaceful
for our children and our grandchildren.

I will keep this Nation on the offensive
against terrorists, with the goal of total vic-
tory. I will keep our economy moving so
every worker has a good job, quality health
care, and a secure retirement.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:20 a.m.
on October 8 at a private residence in St. Louis,
MO, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 9.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 8 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Charles Duelfer,
Special Advisor to the Director of Central Intel-
ligence. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Remarks in Waterloo, Iowa
October 9, 2004

The President. Thank you all for coming.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you all for being
here. What a beautiful day here in the great
State of Iowa. Thanks for coming out to say
hello. It’s good to be in the home of tall corn,
good tractors, and great people. You know,
I remember coming to Waterloo quite a few
times before—one or two times before, in
the 2000 campaign. And it’s always good to
be back. The crowds are bigger, and so is
the entourage. [Laughter]

You know, we're getting closer to voting
time here, and I'm here to ask for your vote,
and I'm here to ask for your help. There’s
no doubt in my mind, with your help, we'll
carry Iowa and win a great victory in Novem-
ber.

Some other people were voting today
around the world. As we meet here this
morning, a really great thing is happening
in Afghanistan. The people of that country,
who just 3 years ago were suffering under
the brutal regime of the Taliban, are going
to the polls to vote for President. Think about
that. Just 3 years ago, women were being exe-
cuted in the sports stadium. Today they’re
voting for a leader of a free country. A 19-



